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Town of Berlin 

           Municipal Office Building 

108 Shed Road 

 

Berlin, VT.  05602 

Regular Select Board Meetings 

1st & 3rd Monday of Each Month 

 

Monday, October 20, 2014 
6:30 PM 

 

Selectboard Members: Ture Nelson, Chair; Roberta Haskin, Vice Chair; Jeremy Hansen, Secretary; Brad 
Towne and Pete Kelley.   Present: Dana Hadley, Town Administrator;  Diane Isabelle, Town Treasurer.  All 
items are unanimous unless otherwise noted. 

 

UNAPPROVED MINUTES 

 
Call to Order 
 
Chair Ture Nelson called the meeting to order. 
 
Changes to Agenda 
 
None 
 
Public Comment 
 
None 
 
Agreement Access for Berlin Pond- Vermont Fish and Wildlife- Mike Wichrowski 
 
This topic was postponed from earlier this year while Department of Environmental Conservation 
addressed two petitions that had been received from two groups. The topic is now back on the agenda. The 
contents of the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) the basis terms of the agreement have not changed 
although there have been adjustments made to the wording and layout.  Towne mentioned there should be 
changes to the wording since he doesn’t believe town owns the land, but rather owns the right of way. 
Some discussion continued about ownership and right of way. A resident expressed concern that signing 
the document would mean the town agrees to move forward with the project regardless of the findings of 
the survey. Mike Wichrowski explained that as he understands it, town pays for survey and then is 
reimbursed up to $5,000. This is s a first step to having state build an access to the pond. He had talked to 
the City of Montpelier about the access as well. Towne mentioned that the survey probably should be 
conducted either way so that the town knows the status of ownership on that piece of land. There was 
further discussion as to what this MOU agreement was for. Wichrowski explained that MOU is a non-
binding agreement so that the town and state both understand and have it written down what the 
expectations are from both parties. Kelley moved to sign the MOU. Seconded by Towne. Hansen pointed 
out that this does not address the use of Mirror Lake Road by ice fishermen and asked that it be noted.  
 
Passed 4-1.  
 
Selectboard member Hansen the dissenting vote. 
 
Central Vermont New Directions Coalition- Presentation  
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The coalition serves the area to prevent substance abuse and were represented by Anne Gilbert, Marcus 
Hass, and Ginny Burley. They have been meeting with selectboards in the area to discuss key ways in 
which the work of the coalition may cross paths with authority held by select board. Marcus Hass works 
with the issue of tobacco. He talked about having tobacco free areas around town buildings and limiting 
tobacco signage in retail stores. He said that youths may be influenced by tobacco advertising and the town 
may be in a position to reduce the number of visible advertisements.. They provided packets outlining 
policies that may be enacted to limit advertising and other steps that can be taken by the town to make an 
ordinance about substances. Towne mentioned that Berlin lacks a downtown area and many of the 
businesses and parking lots are privately owned. They suggested ordinances that prevents smoking in town 
owned vehicles or on Town property. Nelson asked Hadley to review policies for wording and content to 
make sure they are as inclusive as they should be. 
 
Treasurers Report- Budget Status- Trial Balance- Balance Sheet- September Bank Reconciliation- 
Adjusting Entries 
 
Diane Isabelle, the Town Treasurer Provided status report to select board. She will be meeting with one of 
the auditors on Thursday to discuss adjusting entries that are needed to complete the FY14 audit.  
 
Town Server Backup- Anti Virus- Resolution- Carbonite 
 
Isabelle talked with Hansen about this topic. Isabelle did research on RB Tech. Hansen reported that he just 
got a call back from Carbonite. Cost he received was $1,500 per year which includes back up software for 
database that he believes runs with mail server, back up data on Amazon which is a provider of storage 
space (extra cost that is not known yet). Divides out to $125/month. Isabelle recalls that RB was less, but 
concerned that the external storage is kept in East Montpelier. Hansen explained that the data cannot be 
seen by Amazon as there is a key to be able to view it, it is important to have a back-up of that key so 
access is not lost to the data. Hadley pointed out that information is public so would not necessarily need to 
be hidden. Hansen moved to select Carbonite to do server back up at the proposed price of no more than 
$1,500 per year as it could be less than that. Seconded by Towne. Passed unanimously.  
 
Highway Truck Extended Warranty Contract 
 
Isabelle provided the contract in select board packets. Do not need to make a decision immediately, but if 
decided on now could be added to loan or wait a year and have it added to budget. Extended warranty is up 
to additional 3 years. Hansen moved to purchase the extended warranty at the price of $10,219 and roll it 
into the loan. Seconded by Towne. Passed unanimously.   
 
Update/Review of Computer Server and Outstanding Issues 
 
Isabelle presented spreadsheet with ongoing issues. Highlighted items that have not been billed yet. Reuben 
came to office in Friday, biggest issue has been email. Was loaned a new switch, has helped in some areas 
but not email. Hadley has asked Reuben to attend next meeting, hoping that he will have issues fixed and 
report for next meeting. Hadley and Isabelle both noted that Reuben is working diligently to fix the issues. 
Nelson feeling unsure about RB Tech’s ability to fix the issue, and to perhaps look for other vendors.  
 
Homestead Late Fees- Treasurer 
 
For people who file income taxes late and also file homestead taxes late. Over last few years, town has 
waived late fee. Presented the topic to see if select board would like to waive fee again or opt to collect. 
Hansen moved that the late fee be forgiven. Seconded by Towne. Passed unanimously.  
 
Approval of Licenses, Permits, Vouchers and Applications 
 
Hansen moved to approve payroll warrant number 9 in the amount of $37,553.04 for the October 5, 2014- 
October 18, 2014 payroll to be paid October 22. Also accounts payable warrant number 14, checks 14596-
14636 in the amount of $126,637.87 including check 14619 payable to Otter Creek Engineering in the 
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amount of $11,250 for the bid phase of the water project and calling out check 14623 to be paid upon 
verification with highway foreman Tim Davis. Bank statement for general fund reconciliation for 
September 14, 2014 to be approved and to approve adjusting entries for September 2014 numbers 9-12 
with supporting documentation. Seconded by Haskin. Passed unanimously.    
 
 
Permit to Dig in Right of Way- Central Vermont Medical Center 
 
Representative of CVMC present to discuss. Permit being requested to install gas line from previously 
approved natural gas facility. Line will need to be laid underneath road. No disturbance to traffic expected. 
Work will take 2-3 days. Towne asked if they are tanks filled by tractor trailer. Representative explained 
that trailers are gas containers hauled in from Milton and they are set at the site. During the summer, one 
container will be there and two during the winter. Hansen moved to approve permit for digging in the town 
right of way that Central Vermont Medical Center has submitted. Seconded by Towne. Passed 
unanimously.   
 
Review of Contractor Bids Received, Award for Water Project- Interim Financing 
 
Bids received from seven venders. Engineer brought them to his office to make sure all documentation was 
received with the bids. Has recommended the low bid by Munson Earth Moving Corporation of Williston. 
Bid of $4,118,260 with alternate number 1 of $150,860 to connect water system to Hedges water system 
(which was taken out of overall bid because still waiting on easement from Berlin Health and Rehab). 
Kelley mentioned Mark (engineer) didn’t recommend because of Munson Earth Moving being lowest bid 
but because it is a reputable company. Hadley mentioned additional grant money from USDA to add 
Richardson Road. Hadley asked the board to consider granting contract tonight or waiting for next meeting. 
No additional information expected. USDA must approve as well before starting. Hansen moved that the 
town of Berlin award the water project to Munson Earth Moving Corporation of Williston in the amount of 
$4,118,260 also with alternate number 1 in the amount of $150,860 to be added by change of order once 
easement received. All of this contingent upon USDA rural development review and authorization. 
Seconded by Towne. Passed unanimously.   Hadley will have bids from banks for interim financing at next 
meeting.  
 
Town Administrator Report 
 
Hadley attended Vermont Leagues town fair. Met administrators from neighboring communities. Attended 
three sessions. Understanding the audit report, open meeting law session, and solar contracts for 
communities. Have been checking with Vermont Environmental Department of Conservation about 
transferring water operators’ license from New Hampshire to Vermont. Attending re-opening of Walmart. 
Upcoming meetings include first presentation for Kohl’s at the DRB meeting on October 20. October 23 
there is a petition meeting for support of Kellogg-Hubbard Library. Is an ad hoc meeting of citizens 
gathering to discuss the topic. Haskin asked about lister agreement that was on agenda from last meeting, 
waiting to receive the updated agreement so topic is to be added to agenda for next meeting. Health care 
also to be on agenda for next meeting.  
 
Approval of Minute(s) of Previous Meeting(s) 
 
Kelley moved to approve minutes from meeting of September 22, 2014 with noted changes. Seconded by 
Towne. Passed 3-0 with 2 abstained.  
Hansen moved to approve Monday October 6, 2014 with mentioned changes. Seconded by Kelley. Passed 
4-0 with 1 abstained.  
 
Round Table 
 
Nelson attended League fair as well and attended sessions. Will be attending Walmart re-opening on 
Wednesday.  
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Hansen asked if there was progress on Browns Mill Road. Hadley had asked Chief of police to put speed 
car in that area, will follow up on that. Hansen asked Hadley to look into process of changing sign location 
and lowering speed limit. Also reported discussion with resident who had some questions and comments. 
Had asked about brush cutting on Muzzey Road and the techniques with which trees had been trimmed as it 
looked like the branches had been broken roughly instead of trimmed properly. Also had question about 
wear on route 12 due to heavy chains on plows and possibly not having chains on trucks when on route 12. 
Would be time consuming to take chains off or put them back on every time truck went from dirt to 
pavement and back. Asked about why large trucks are being used instead of 6-wheeler. Towne explained 
that there is less travel time back and forth, fewer trips made to refill. Resident also wondered about using 
chips from tree trimming to be used in school heating system. Towne mentioned that it takes more 
equipment to get chips from truck to hopper, and the type of wood (if it is green) may not be compatible 
with the heating system if it needs a certain size chip or different processing. Also must be careful because 
tree is real estate until cut when it becomes personal property, taking those chips is theft because it is 
private property of land owner once cut.  
 
Hadley asked about procedure to make a road a private road on which there is more than one residence. 
Plan has to be submitted that outlines where the houses are situated for emergency planning. Number of 
houses permitted on private road was questioned.  
 
Legal, Personnel and Contract (Executive Session Anticipated) 
 
Hansen moved that the board move into executive session to discuss a personnel matter. Seconded by 
Towne. Passed unanimously.   
 
For the Select Board: 
 
_____________________________________ 
Bethany A. Towne 

 


