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Town of Berlin 

           Municipal Office Building 

108 Shed Road 

 

Berlin, VT.  05602 

Regular Select Board Meetings 

1st & 3rd Monday of Each Month 

 

Monday, November 17, 2014 
6:30 PM 

 

Selectboard Members: Ture Nelson, Chair; Roberta Haskin, Vice Chair; Jeremy Hansen, Secretary; Brad 

Towne and Pete Kelley.   Present: Dana Hadley, Town Administrator; Diane Isabelle, Town Treasurer.  All 

items are unanimous unless otherwise noted. 

 

APPROVED MINUTES 

 

Call to Order 

 

Meeting called to order by Chair Nelson. Towne absent.  

 

Changes to Agenda 

 

Hadley asked for addition of permit request for digging in town right of way and Vermont Appraisal 

Company representative unable to make the meeting due to weather.  

 

Public Comment 

 

Ted Nelson- Vermont Appraisal Company: Updating Contract and Approval of Letter from Listers 

Regarding Errors and Omissions to Date 

 

Topic held from two weeks ago in anticipation of Ted being present. Wanting to go ahead and okay for the 

listers. Reviewed the changes, including: mobile home added to a property, Vermont Transportation had an 

item listed twice, US Bank corrected personal property in two instances resulting in a -$8100 and 

+$18,000, Jo-Mar personal property reduction of $70,000 for a  mobile home removed, Dodge Farm 

property value assessment reduction. Documentation provided.  Hansen moved to approve the errors and 

omissionsi dated November 14, 2014, to exert the total amounts of: $37000, -$22,000, -$8,100, $18,000, -

$70,000, -$2,000, -$99,800. Ted to be scheduled for December 1 meeting to discuss contract. Seconded by 

Kelley. Passed unanimously.   

 

Treasurers Report 

 

Isabelle provided members of the board with budget status report for October, the balance sheet and trial 

balance.  Rob Halpert sent email to Hadley with concerns about credit card agreement. Isabelle will review 

those concerns and forward to board members for comment. Auditor planning to be at the office end of 

next week, should have draft at that time. Still working with attorney on tax sales. Haskin asked about 

whether the question had been answered about reserve accounts. Have not received the answer as of yet. 

Hansen asked Isabelle about the police phone bill. Isabelle explained that there was a phone upgrade that 

will be reimbursed.  
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Approval of Licenses, Permits, Vouchers and Applications 

 

Hansen moved to approve payroll warrant number 11 in the amount of $37,354.69 for the November 2, 

2014-November 15, 2014 payroll to be paid November 19, 2014. Accounts payable warrant number 16, 

checks 14673-14726 in the amount of $66,018.18, to sign the reconciled bank statement for October, 2014, 

to approve adjusting entries 13-16 for the month of October, 2014, and to approve the tax administration 

adjustment numbers 2 and 3 for the month of October, 2014. Seconded by Kelley. Passed unanimously.  

 

Fuel Oil and Diesel Fuel Bids 

 

Hadley explained that the bids had been opened at the last meeting, appreciative of time to review. Spoke 

with fuel dealers to better understand bids. For the number 2 heating oil, 2 options available: fixed price 

and cost plus. For cost plus: Gillespie Fuel asking 18 cents plus the wholesale price of oil at the time, 

Packard Fuels 15 cents, White’s Heating 35 cents. Fixed prices: Gillespie $2.97 per gallon, Packard $2.91 

per gallon. The diesel fuel was based on cost plus method, with prices being the same as the cost plus on 

heating fuel. After looking into the topic, Hadley suggested that cost plus is the method to go with for 

heating fuel. Is the only option for diesel. Hansen asked if there was a big difference between where 

Packard and Gillespie were getting their fuel that would not make it apples-to-apples. Haskin noted that 

Gillespie has provided good service. Gillespie has been provider since 2005. Haskin moved to accept the 

bid from Gillespie Fuels. Seconded by Kelley. Passed 3-1. Board discussed how often to go to bid on 

heating and diesel fuel. Agreed that it should be a regularly set time, to be on the schedule for summer 

2016.    

 

Request to Work in Right of Way 

 

Sandra Vitzthum is requesting a permit to work in the right of way on Bartlett Road to reconnect two 

logging roads to Bartlett Road. Has been cleared by road superintendent. Hansen moved to approve the 

request to work in the right of way on Bartlett Hill Road. Seconded by Kelley. Passed unanimously.  

 

Set Charter Committee Meeting 

 

Committee was appointed earlier in the year. Rosemary has asked Hadley if committee can meet to discuss. 

Hansen mentioned that there had been a meeting, but only he and Jeff Farrell attended and had a short 

meeting in the parking lot. Meeting date set for November 20 at 6pm.  

 

Loan Resolution and Grant Agreements- for Town Water Project 

 

Hadley introduced the paperwork on loan grant agreement with USDA. Straight forward document. Hadley 

asked for motion to accept loan and grant. Hansen moved to authorize chair to sign the loan resolution 

regarding the USDA grant and loan for the town of Berlin water system project. Seconded by Kelley. 

Passed unanimously.  

 

Peddler Permit- Christmas Trees 

 

Mike Molleur, who has sold Christmas trees before at the Berlin Mall. Provided an outline of where the set-

up will be, has permission from the mall and has paid all the appropriate fees. Hansen moved to approve 

Mr.Molleur’s application for a peddler’s license. Seconded by Kelley. Passed unanimously.    

 

Appointment of Wayne Lamberton to Sewer Commission Board 

 

Hadley spoke to Wayne Lamberton while at Sewer Commission Board. The commission needs an 

additional member. Wayne willing to serve on sewer board. Kelley moved to approve Wayne Lamberton’s 

appointment to the Sewer Commission Board. Seconded by Haskin. Passed unanimously. 
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Letter Received from Berlin Conservation Committee regarding Beaver Activity 

 

Hadley explained that residents are concerned with the beaver activity blocking a culvert. Highway 

department has knocked out blockages, but the beaver are rebuilding. Being encouraged to either relocate 

or somehow devise a structure to prevent the beavers from rebuilding. Nelson recommended that the 

Conservation Commissioner research this item and bring a recommendation to the Board and if necessary 

to request any expense in  next year’s budget.  

 

 

Small Business Day Proclamation 

 

An email had been received by Nelson about Small Business Day Proclamation. The email mentioned the 

topic going to Economic Development Committee. Emailed Pat Mcdonald asking if the committee would 

like to pursue the topic. Nelson read the proclamation. Hansen moved to adopt the Small Business Saturday 

Resolution. Seconded by Haskin. Passed unanimously.  

 

Town Administrator Report 

 

Work has been done on the water project, Hadley has gotten the entry financing in place and paperwork for 

USDA prepared. Still waiting on easement from CVMC. Have not made progress despite attempting to 

contact them. Option to change route which would negate need for that easement and add about $20,000 to 

the project. Hadley to discuss once more to the hospital to explain the situation to them as board has been 

patient with the medical center but needs to move forward with the project. Other easement that was being 

waited on will be signed within the week.  

Met with Mr. Hedges of the Hedges Water System. Asked him to extend the agreement, which he is willing 

to do. He had asked if the board wanted to buy it now, Hadley advised that the board may not but would let 

him know a definite answer. Mr. Hedges also mentioned he may want another deposit to keep the option 

open.  

Hadley asked when the board would like to start budget meetings. Nelson explained that they have 

previously occurred through December and January with budget meetings occurring before regular 

meetings and additional meetings in the off weeks. Department heads normally asked to attend and present 

their budget to the board. First budget meeting to be scheduled December 1. Weekly meetings through 

December for budget.  

Issues with server and computers in the office have been resolved by RB Technology.  

 

Cathy Hartshorn arrived the meeting. She was in to discuss the trapping issue with the Board. She asked if 

the Board could meet with a guest who could explain an alternative to trapping.  Licensed wildlife 

rehabilitator, John Abirth was present to discuss the topic. Has consulted on similar problems. Explained a 

beaver baffle/beaver deceiver which prevents beavers from damming a culvert. Wire caging that goes 

around culvert, preventing them from being able to get to the culvert and confuses them because of the 

shape and change in water flow as it slows the water. High success rate. Cost of about $75 per year. Some 

maintenance needed to clear debris from the wire. Nelson asked if he may be willing to come back and talk 

to the conservation commission, which he affirmed.  

 

Approval of Minute(s) of Previous Meeting(s) 

 

Hansen moved to approve meeting minutes for the November 3, 2014 meeting of the Berlin Select Board. 

Seconded by Kelley. Passed unanimously.  

 

Round Table 

 

None 
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Legal, Personnel and Contract (Executive Session Anticipated) 

 

Hansen moved to enter executive session for two personnel matters. Seconded by Kelley. Passed 

unanimously.  

 

For the Select Board: 

 

_____________________________________ 

Bethany A. Towne 

 

i Corrected from Unapproved Minutes-Errors and Admissions to Omissions 

                                                 


