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Town of Berlin 

           Municipal Office Building 

108 Shed Road 

 

Berlin, VT.  05602 

Regular Select Board Meetings 

1st & 3rd Monday of Each Month 

 

Monday, November 3, 2014 
6:30 PM 

 

Selectboard Members: Ture Nelson, Chair; Roberta Haskin, Vice Chair; Jeremy Hansen, Secretary; Brad 

Towne and Pete Kelley.   Present: Dana Hadley, Town Administrator; Diane Isabelle, Town Treasurer.  All 

items are unanimous unless otherwise noted. 

 

APPROVED MINUTES 

 

Call to Order 

 

Meeting called to order by Chair Ture Nelson. 

 

Changes to Agenda 

 

None 

 

Public Comment 

 

None 

 

Ruben Bennett- RB Technologies- Update/Review of Computer Server and Outstanding Issues  

 

Since installation of new server in August there have been issues, including problems with email. Issues 

have been difficult to pinpoint. Issues with phones was an unusual problem, have also been problems with 

NEMRC. No longer is a network connectivity issue although that’s what it seemed like. RB Technologies 

proactively working on the issue. Planned to resolves the issues within the week.  

 

Treasurers Report 

 

Has asked Rob Halpert to review contract for credit card transactions. Will proceed after getting word from 

him about the contract being acceptable. Website working well, no issues.  

 

Approval of Licenses, Permits, Vouchers and Applications 

 

Hansen moved to approve payroll warrant number 10 in the amount of $41,565.51 for the October 19-

November 1, 2014 payroll to be paid November 5, 2014. Accounts Payable warrant number 15, checks 

14637-14672 in the amount of $58,950.60. Seconded by Haskin. Passed unanimously.  

 

Bids Received for Surplus Property Sale- Nissan Pathfinder 

 

Received two bids on the 2004 Nissan Pathfinder. First bid from Yousef Dabbagh for $2,468. Patrick 

Corsney bid $3,450. Hadley noted that he had asked for minimum bid. Hansen moved to accept bid from 

Patrick Corsney for $3,450. Seconded by Towne. Passed unanimously.  
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Bids Received for Interim Financing for Water Project 

 

USDA requires that the money be spent first before they give loan, so there must be a bridge loan. Bids 

received from Mascoma Savings Bank, two rates were given. First rate of 2.1% if there are no other 

banking relationships with them, or 1.95% if considering a banking relationship with them. Closest branch, 

however, is in Bethel. Difference is $6,000 in interest. Another bid received from Community National 

bank, offering two options. Offered to loan $4,016,000 at 2.8% and as part of that could have investment 

account which would earn 3.4%. Unsure how beneficial that would be as it’s dependent on how the money 

is drawn out. Or, straight line of credit for .8%. Third bid from Merchant’s Bank (currently have banking 

relationship). Line of credit .9% or advanced note with investment rate of 2.05%. Hadley mentioned that he 

likes the line of credit where money can be borrowed as needed instead of the whole sum being taken out at 

the origination. USDA has not looked them over, but is looking for a financial institutions approval to loan 

the money. Hadley recommended using the line of credit option. Hansen moved to select Community 

National Bank with straight line of credit with .8% as drawn for funding of the water project. Seconded by 

Towne. Hansen asked if there are any hidden catches that could go wrong with the selection. Hadley said 

there are not, and that it’s all fairly standard. Passed unanimously. 

 

Bids Received for Fuel Oil and Diesel Fuel 

 

Sent out bid notice for number 2 heating oil for municipal office building and highway garage. Also 

included in the bid was for diesel fuel to be delivered to highway garage for use in equipment and 

occasional delivery to the tank by the back-up generator. Period of November 15, 2014- October 31, 2015. 

Sealed bids due today. In office building, estimated use of 1,600 gallons of fuel oil, in the garage 3,000 

gallons of fuel oil, 17,000 gallons of diesel fuel, emergency generator holds 200 gallons. Have received 

calls from dealers with questions about method of bid. Received three sealed bids. Bids were opened for 

review. Gillespie from Northfield offered two options for low sulfur heating oil, 4,600 gallons. Cost 

plus/above base price of $2.809 per gallon based on market prices as of October 31, 2014 (prices may 

fluctuate). Fixed price $2.97. Diesel 17,200 gallons. Cost plus/above base price of $2.879 per gallon. 

Second bid from White’s Heating from Northfield. Fuel oil for office and shop offered at variable price, for 

total of $2.87 as of November 3, 2014. Diesel also offered at variable rate, total of $3.48 as of November 3, 

2014. Note that fuel oil for office and shop trucking out of Montreal, diesel trucking out of Burlington. 

Third bid from Packard fuels, fixed rate on heating oil of $2.91 per gallon starting November 15, 2014- 

October 31, 2015. Includes all fees. No fixed rate available for ultra-low sulfur diesel. Hansen motioned to 

table this pending analysis by Dana Hadley.  Seconded by Kelley. Passed unanimously. 

 

Approval Letter from Listers regarding Errors and Omissions to Date 

 

Hadley reported receiving letter from Sandy Ross of the listing staff. Outlined what some of the issues 

adjusted were, need initials on the letter. Dated October 22. Hadley mentioned that Ted Nelson of Vermont 

Appraisal will be in attendance at the next meeting to talk about contract, would be a good time to ask him 

about this topic. Kelley moved to table until the next meeting. Seconded by Hansen. Passed unanimously.  

 

Request to Designate Mercier Road as a Private Road 

 

Received letter form property owner that they are aware they will be responsible for maintenance. 

Currently the road is not classified, is not town road. Kelley moved to allow Mercier Road to be designated 

a private road. Seconded by Hansen. Passed unanimously.  

 

Request to Refund Mobile Home Park Licensing Fees 

 

Request came from R& G Properties. Authority to require license for mobile home parks was repealed in 

2007. Rob Halpert said there was a savings clause that allowed towns to collect that until 2010. Years 

reported for refund are 2011, 2012, 2013, and 2014. R&G Properties paid for Crosstown mobile home park 

with a total of $100. Neville Company Receivership paid for River Run mobile home park, East Wood 

Berlin mobile home park, and Junction Road mobile home park, totaling $1,348 for the four years. Henry 

Lague paid $760. James Bond paid $100. Ellery and Jennifer Packard paid $1,436. Hadley and Rosemary 
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figured amount to be refunded is $3,744. Has not been budgeted for. Rob Halpert advised that those 

amounts be refunded. Nelson asked if they are current on property taxes. Hadley responded that he is not 

sure, but one amount cannot be substituted for the other. Hansen moved to refund the fees in total amount 

of $3,744. Seconded by Towne. Passed unanimously.  

 

Appointment of Authorized Representative and Alternate for Vermont SRF 

 

The Vermont SRF is the fund for water exploration, currently only authorized to communicate with Jeff. 

Hadley suggests having someone on staff and a n alternate for them to communicate with. Hansen moved 

to appoint Dana Hadley as authorized representative for town of Berlin to the Vermont SRF and Diane 

Isabelle as the alternate authorized representative from Berlin to the Vermont SRF. Seconded by Haskin. 

Passed unanimously.  

 

Letter Received from FEMA Regarding-Community Rating System 

 

Letter received needing further information from 5 properties in order to move forward to receive rating. 

Those properties have been cooperative thus far.  

 

Town Administrator Report 

 

Richard Freeman left highway department last week, notice of open position closes soon. Have received 6 

applicants. Attended sewer commission meeting last week. They are in contact with Montpelier about 

billing, meeting with representatives from Montpelier. USDA has approved additional grant funding for 

Richardson Road extension. Still paperwork to be done. Still need two water easements- from CVMC and 

Berlin Health and Rehabilitation. Need those to move forward with construction. Board members asked to 

be available to count at 7 pm after voting, with the exception of those on the ballot.  

 

Approval of Minute(s) of Previous Meeting(s) 

 

Hansen asked that the acceptance of resignation from Mr. Freeman and the posting of that job be added, 

was discussed after the Orca recording had ended. Hansen moved to approve minutes for October 20, 2014 

meeting of the Berlin Select Board with noted corrections. Seconded by Kelley. Passed unanimously. 

 

Round Table 

 

Kelley asked about whether or not there would be backup on the computer system now. Hadley answered 

that there would be, is being done manually by Isabelle instead of it being automatically backed up. Hansen 

explained that when the cloud is running again there will be back up on the cloud as well.  

 

Legal, Personnel and Contract (Executive Session Anticipated) 

 

Hansen moved to enter executive session for two personnel matters. Seconded by Kelley. Passed 

unanimously.  

 

For the Select Board: 

 

_____________________________________ 

Bethany A. Towne 

 


