
 

 
 

Town of Berlin 

           Municipal Office Building 

108 Shed Road 

 

Berlin, VT.  05602 

Regular Select Board Meetings 

1st & 3rd Monday of Each Month 

 

Monday, May 18, 2015 
6:30 PM 

 

Selectboard Members: Ture Nelson, Chair; Jeremy Hansen, Vice Chair; Roberta Haskin, Secretary; Brad 

Towne and Pete Kelley.   Present: Dana Hadley, Town Administrator; Diane Isabelle, Town Treasurer.  All 

items are unanimous unless otherwise noted. 

 

APPROVED MINUTES 

 

 

Call to Order 

 

Meeting called by Chair Nelson.  

 

Changes to Agenda 

 

The Town Administrator asked to add two items to the Agenda. One pertaining to an agreement with Green 

Mountain Power to bring power to the well house. Also added the Town Administrator Report as it was 

inadvertently left off the agenda.  

 

Public Comment 

 

None. 

 

Treasurers Report 

 

April budget report and trial balance provided to members of the board as well as the delinquent tax report 

as of May 12. Working on 8 properties going to tax sale, waiting to hear from board of abatement about a 

couple of the properties. Auditors will be on site June 10 & 11 to do some preliminary work. Haskin asked 

about pilot revenue and the numbers on the budget report. The difference being the timing of payments 

received. Cemetery maintenance is overdrawn by $600 resulting from repairs to the West Berlin Cemetery 

as a result of a September automobile accident that damaged several monuments. The Town was 

reimbursed by the insured’s insurance company. The money is on the revenue side of the budget. Haskin 

also asked about two special appropriations that have not yet been paid. Normally, parties asking for 

special appropriation ask for the funds following approval. These two have not asked yet. Isabelle and 

Hadley will contact those parties to clear the appropriation before the end of the fiscal year.   

  

Approval of Licenses, Permits, Vouchers, and Applications 

 

Hansen moved to approve payroll warrant number 24 for May 3, 2015 to May 16, 2015 in the amount of 

$35,970.86. Accounts payable warrant number 36, check 15186 in the amount of $1,156.99. Accounts 

payable warrant number 37 with check 15187-15217 in the amount of $81,870.77. Accounts payable water 

warrant number W3, checks 10003-10006 in the amount of $449,991.65. To approve reconciled bank 

statement for April 2015. To approve adjusting entries number 39-41 for the month of April 2015. 

Seconded by Kelley. Passed unanimously.  
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Randy Bronson- VT Alert 

 

Any resident can sign up for VT Alert and get notification about weather, health, and hazard alerts. 

Successfully used by Montpelier over the winter to alert about parking bans. The service is free to towns 

that wish to use it, as it is paid through homeland security and FEMA grants. Has been used by New York 

for several years successfully and contracted through a New York company. Network is secure so contact 

information won’t be accessible. Bronson had a presentation prepared and reviewed the functions of the 

system, how alerts are received by those signed up (through devices including phones, computers, and 

game systems), and demonstrated an alert.    

 

Patti Colburn- Vtrans- Overview of Route 62 Highway Project 

 

Completion date for the $1.6 million project contracted through Engineers Construction Inc (ECI) is 

August 29. Provided number for the resident engineer manager. There will be a new left turn lane on 

Airport Road and extension to west bound left turn lane on 62. Will be replacing the traffic signal and there 

will be left turn phase added. Left turns on 62 will remain protected left turns. The way Berlin State 

highway comes into route 62 will be realigned so sight will be improved and stop/yield signs will not be 

needed. Sign-bridge will be changed to include town names for clarification while driving and resurfacing. 

Colburn discussed a draft of the construction schedule. Hansen asked for digital version of the presentation 

which will be emailed.  

 

Personnel Policy 

 

Latest version provided with all updates. Hansen moved to adopt personnel policy as presented. Seconded 

by Kelley. Passed unanimously.   

 

Employee Performance Form 

 

There was discussion about having an employee performance form for all levels of employee, where those 

who rate their supervisor would not have to turn the evaluation in to the supervisor, but to another 

department or directly to board for review.  

 

Northfield Ambulance- Status Update 

 

Northfield will be changing billing method in the future. Some of the outstanding items have been paid, bill 

currently totals $1,241.28 for an individual who is deceased that Northfield feels Berlin owes. Nelson 

suggested paying the bill and working promptly on new contract with Northfield. Hansen moved to send a 

check to Northfield in the amount of $1,241.28 to pay the unpaid ambulance bills. Seconded by Kelley. 

Passed unanimously.  

 

Update on Water Project 

 

Green Mountain Power was asked to give the town an estimate for getting power to the well house. 

Estimate of $25,720.08 to be paid prior to work, check included in latest report from the water project.  

Hansen moved to authorize the chair of the select board to sign the easement to Green Mountain Power 

Corporation regarding the water project electrical line work. Seconded by Towne. Passed unanimously. 

Hansen moved to authorize the select board chair to sign the agreement with Green Mountain Power 

regarding power lines to the water system control house. Seconded by Kelley. Passed unanimously.  

Discussion continued about benefits to adding a loop to the system on Comstock Road. Benefits include 

hydraulics and pressure as well as if there is a break in the middle of the system, that area can be segregated 

and water wouldn’t be lost to the whole system. Cost would be an additional $250,000 which would be 

loaned by USDA. Will be an ongoing discussion, no immediate decision needed. Discussion continued 

about adding the loop. Some customers would be added but not many.    
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Grant for Muzzy Road Property 

 

This discussion was to continue discussion from the May 4th meeting regarding a community garden space 

at the property the town acquired on Muzzy Road. Requirements for the grant include a plan for continued 

maintenance. Nelson asked about how far in the future plans are required. There did not seem to be a 

required amount of time for a plan. The plan would probably not be necessary if the space is for people to 

have gardens in but rather for planned landscaping. Towne asked about the possibility of planting fruit trees 

for an orchard that residents could pick from. Hansen mentioned possibly putting together a community 

group or having a meeting to get community members involved in the process. Hadley also mentioned 

putting out an RFP for landscaper.    

 

FY ’15 Audit Contract 

 

Contract has been received from auditor for 2015 audit and there is concern about the time frame as an 

addendum is being added to have the audit available no later than December 31, 2015 so that there is no 

less than 30 days that the audit is available before annual report. Hansen moved to authorize the town of 

Berlin chair to sign the objective and scope of the audit of financial statements to be provided by Mudgett, 

Jennett & Kroger-Wisner, P.C. of Montpelier. Seconded by Towne. Passed unanimously.  

 

Town Administrator Report 

 

Hadley attended the Vermont Administrator’s spring conference last week. There were a few presentations 

that were very helpful.  

A meeting was held of the bike study committee pertaining to the project and approaching a second public 

hearing presentation for the US Route 302 Bike path.  Tentative date of July 6, was chosen to have another 

public hearing to update the Board and citizens on the subject.. Paving on the project has been delayed due 

to funding. Spring 2016 would probably be when work would start. Kelley mentioned that there were 

questions at the first presentation about the funding for the bike path and which of the three presented plans 

seemed most feasible. Discussion about the topic continued.  

Hadley mentioned another grant through Vtrans is available for transportation enhancement and could be 

use if a decision was made to continue further improvements and addition of sidewalks on US 302( the 

Barre-Montpelier Road). There was general consensus that would be time to apply after the public meeting 

in July. 

 

Approval of Minute(s) of Previous Meeting(s)- 04/06/2015, 04/08/2015, 04/20/2015 

 

Hansen moved to approve the minutes of the Monday, April 6, 2015 regular select board meeting. 

Seconded by Kelley. Passed 3-0 with 2 abstained. 

Hansen moved to approve the minutes of the special select board meeting held on Wednesday, April 8, 

2015. Passed 3-0, with 2 abstained.  

Towne moved to approve the minutes of the regular select board meeting held Monday April 20 with the 

noted change. Seconded by Haskin. Passed 3-0 with 2 abstained.     

 

Round Table 

 

Hansen mentioned that the town might consider forming an official face book page or twitter feed as 

something for the board to think about and consider.  

 

Liquor Commission 

 

Hansen moved to recess the select board and convene the liquor control board. Seconded by Towne. Passed 

unanimously.  

Hansen moved to approve the license for Cornerstone Restaurant Group, Inc. Seconded by Towne. Passed 

unanimously.  
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Hansen moved to adjourn the liquor control board and reconvene the select board. Seconded by Kelley. 

Passed unanimously.   

 

Executive Session- Legal, Personnel, Contract 

 

Hansen moved to find that premature general public knowledge of the town’s union contract with the 

police department, Teamsters number 597, would clearly place the select board and the town at a 

substantial disadvantage because the select board risks disclosing its negotiation strategy if this subject is 

discussed in public. Seconded by Towne. Nelson mentioned he would struggle to see how it would set the 

town at a disadvantage since the union has seen the wording. The subject matter is pertaining to health 

insurance. Hadley wants the select board to discuss the subject to approve the proposal for presentation to 

the union. Motion passed unanimously.  

 

Hansen moved to enter executive session to discuss the town’s contract with the police department, 

Teamsters 597, in the provisions of title 1 section 313 A1A of the Vermont Statutes. Seconded by Towne. 

Passed unanimously.  

 

Police Department Contract Amendment- Public Session 

 

No vote made, Hadley moving forward with additional negotiations with police department union.  

 

Towne moved to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Haskin. Passed unanimously.  

 

For the Select Board: 

 

_____________________________________ 

Bethany A. Towne 

 


