
   
   

 Town of Berlin Sewer Commission  
108 Shed Road 

Berlin, Vt   05602 
(802)223-4405, Option 7 

 
Commissioners 

Rob Allen / Henry LaGue Jr. /  
Wayne Lamberton / Dana Marineau   

Assistant - Mary S Wissell   
 

Regular Meeting 
Unapproved Minutes 
Monday July 25, 2016 

 
Present:    Rob Allen, Chair; Henry LaGue, Dana Marineau,  
                  Ron Mercier and Mary Wissell. 
 
Absent:     Wayne Lamberton   
 
Meeting called to order at 7:00 P.M. 
 
Public Comment - none.   
 
Route 12 Sewer Project – Ellery Packard advised he is all set and the terms for 
funding has been approved.   He presented a new budget in the amount of 
$ 718,147.20, he feels he can cut some of the cost but wanted to make sure 
everything was included initially.   The new budget includes Flight Pumps and an 
8’x12’ structure.   The original budget was $ 596,445.00 which did not include the 
upgraded pumps, a sampler, water etc.   The money difference is $ 121,702.20, 
which adds $ 60,000 to the town’s contribution.   Ellery also advised a new 
agreement would be prepared and he requests that the reimbursement fee be 
increased to $ 10.00.   The states committed share was $ 255,000, the $ 60,000 
increase raises the amount to $ 315,000.  State representatives were asked if 
there was any money on the states side of the table to cover the $ 60,000.   State 
representatives advised that no maintenance was included in their original 
proposal and normal projects using federal monies have a 20 year maintenance 
included.   State representatives offered they could contribute with approval  
$ 50,000 additional monies, bringing the total state commitment to $ 305,000.  
State representatives explained that they were paying a connection fee to 
connect to a municipal system.   The system has to be completed and then the   
state would pay the $ 305,000 to the Town of Berlin.  State representatives will 
meet with Chris Jolley who is in charge of the federal highway money earmarked 
for this project and a commitment letter will be prepared.  Westons will need to 
receive a $ 305,000 payment up front in order for the project to proceed.   
Metering and how it would work was discussed.  Ellery advised he would prefer 
not to meter each home but be billed on readings from the flow meter.   Thus the 
master meter, minus any other connections equals Westons billable amount.   
Some concern was discussed that the sewer meter is not as accurate as a water  
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meter.  The next meeting of the Sewer Commission would be August 8th, Ellery 
advised because of the construction season he would prefer to meet earlier.    A 
tentative date for a meeting Monday August 1st was set.        
 
Maintenance – Ron Mercier reported while cleaning the sewer lines,  that the 
manhole before the siphon chamber by Rubber Bubbles had a bunch of top 
ledge rock at the bottom of the manhole.   Apparently during recent construction 
at the railroad crossing the railroad loader must have moved the top over and put 
a bunch of ledge into the manhole and into the municipal flow stream.  When the 
hatch to the siphon chamber was opened, Ron noticed that the flow was over 
flowing the stop logs, which meant that the side was plugged.  More rocks were 
discovered in nearby manholes.  Previously the State was asked to remove a 
very large pile of old railroad ties that were piled on top of the siphon chamber.  
The Commission asked Ron to prepare a list that included his time, Hartigans 
time, and a load of stone that will be needed to put this area back at the level it 
was prior to the state repaving project and forward it to Administrative Assistant 
Mary Wissell.   A bill will be prepared requesting reimbursement from the 
Contractor. 
 
Dunkin Donuts, Route 302 - while cleaning the lines a sag in the line was 
discovered between Dunkin Donuts and a mobile home owned by Jim Bonds.   
The Commission requested that Ron Mercier arrange to camera the line.  
 
Wayside Restaurant - A picture of the line and buildup of a lot of grease was 
reviewed.  A letter is to be prepared requesting that more additive be added to 
the dish washings and the line will be evaluated next year when the line is 
cleaned.    
 
Granger Road - A manhole by BCBS was found damaged, the cover and ring 
had been pushed off.  The manhole needed to be repaired prior to any heavy 
rain storm, Ray Hickory is scheduled to clean up the area and do repairs on 
Tuesday a.m. July 26.   
 
Access to a manhole - Ron spoke with Henry LaGue about putting a pad on his 
land so they can access a manhole for cleaning.   Ron is to check ROW’s etc 
prior to doing this.   Dana Marineau made a motion to have Ray Hickory install a 
pad between Industrial and Granger Road within the ROW.   Henry LaGue 2nd 
the motion.    Vote - all in favor. 
 
Berlin Elementary School – problems cleaning the line by the Berlin Mall, It was 
discovered that the line from the school was installed inside the municipal line 
and runs within the line for about 30 feet.    
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Attorney Halpert - A draft letter prepared by Attorney Halpert to Montpelier 
Public Works regarding a billing dispute was reviewed and approved. 
 
Rates January 1, 2016 – June 30, 2016 - Worksheets and reports setting the 
rates for the billing were reviewed.   Henry LaGue made a motion to set the rate 
for metered customers at $.007977 and $371.21 for unmetered customers.   
Dana Marineau 2nd the motion.   Vote – all in favor. 
 
Vt Agency of Transportation - An invoice in the amount of $ 14,450.00 for  
changing elevation of sewer manholes on Route 302 was approved.  Invoice to 
be coded to Capital Construction.   
 
Minutes -  Henry LaGue made a motion to approve minutes from the July 11,  
2016, meeting of the Commission as written.  Dana Marineau 2nd the motion. 
Vote - all in favor.          
 
Warrants:   
Henry LaGue made a motion to approve Accounts Payable Warrant Report 
#17S2 dated July 25, 2016 checks #2848 - #2853, in the amount of 
$ 35,734.41.  Dana Marineau 2nd the motion.   Vote – all in favor.    
 
Dana Marineau – New Projects - The proposed elimination of the Shaws Pump 
Station and the upgrade of the Chamber of Commerce Pump Station on Paine 
Turnpike was discussed.   Dana is to contact Tom McArdle at MPW’s to inquire 
about hooking up to their sewer line by the Water Treatment Plant.   Hiring an 
Engineer to do the project – the Commissioners advised Dana to contact Bernie 
Chenette.    
 
Round Table –    
Rob Allen reported on the Crosstown line extension project.  He reported that 
even if the hook up fee is about half the price (about $ 7,500.00) some neighbors 
would not be able to do it.   Rob will keep working on the project.   
 
Adjourned -   Meeting adjourned at 9:05.   Motion made by Dana Marineau, 2nd 
by Henry LaGue.       Vote - all in favor.  
 
 
 
Mary S Wissell 
Assistant to the Sewer Commission             
 
Date Approved:      


