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Town of Berlin 

           Municipal Office Building 

108 Shed Road 

 

Berlin, VT.  05602 

Regular Select Board Meetings 

1st & 3rd Monday of Each Month 

 

Monday, July 7, 2014 
6:30 PM 

 

Selectboard Members: Ture Nelson, Chair; Roberta Haskin, Vice Chair; Jeremy Hansen, Secretary; Brad 

Towne and Pete Kelley.   Present:  Jeff Schulz, Town Administrator, Diane Isabelle Town Treasurer.  All 

items are unanimous unless otherwise noted. 

 

APPROVED MINUTES 

 

Call to Order 

 

Called to order by Chair Ture Nelson.  

 

Changes to Agenda 

 

Items to be added or removed from agenda will be done during this time. Hansen asked to add the topic of 

Fisher Road and the state to the agenda. Nelson proposed that the discussion on this topic happen before the 

discussion of Chase Road. No other proposed changes.  

 

Public Comment 

 

Geoff Farrell asked for comments about construction planned on neighboring property, where there will be 

work on a rest stop. Project developer has been talking about possible shared drive with the town offices, 

this has been mentioned in casual conversation and no formal proposal has been made. Project developer 

has submitted formal application to Development Review Board for redevelopment of convenience store 

and to shift project to end of vacant neighboring property. Project to include welcome center, convenience 

store, and parking area. Select board can participate in process if they feel the need is there. Schulz outlined 

procedure once proposal reaches DRB. Farrell asked about how he could be involved in process and voice 

an opinion, Schulz mentioned that there would be opportunity for written comment to the DRB.  

 

Treasurers Report  

 

Provided current delinquent tax report. Three properties to go to tax sale, others going to small claims. 

Those that have made agreements have been making payments. July 28 is start of audit, bulk of work will 

be done while they are here.  

Mentioned Berlin Community Fund, collected by police from individuals for education. That money is put 

into expense account for record keeping, try to get to zero. Currently have money that should be there for 

FY 2015 or will go to general fund. Since money is by donation, would make sense that it stay in that 

account, would like to move that money from general fund. Would go back 2 years plus current year. 

Already checked with auditor about going back two years, told that would be okay to do- just need 

approval from select board. Total amount of $5,651.52.   

Have been in contact with CVMC about missed month of payment, which is to be received and recorded 

properly.  

Computer problems need to be fixed so that she can access Internet Explorer to scan checks. Schulz 

mentioned that the problems are with the server, new server has been ordered.  



 2 

Haskin asked about a large delinquent tax account with no notes. Schulz and Isabell in process of pursuing 

that account.  

 

Approval of Licenses, Permits, Vouchers and Applications 

 

Haskin motioned to approve license, permits, vouchers, and applications for check order report number 42, 

checks 13275-13276 for the amount of $498.75, warrant number 41 check number 13273 for $4,868. 

Check warrant number 1, checks 13277-13311 for the amount of $59,484.54. Payroll warrant 1 dated July 

2, 2014 in the amount of $36,597.45. Seconded by Kelley. Passed unanimously. Hansen moved to approve 

the pay changes from fiscal year ‘14 to fiscal year ‘15, previously approved as part of budget. Seconded by 

Towne. Passed unanimously.   

 

Reservation of FY ’14 Funds 

 

Towards end of budget year, board goes through budget and works with department heads to determine if 

there are any funds in current budget to reserve and carry over to the next year. $2,000 in municipal sign 

repair budget to be carried over as that work was not done. Haskin made a motion to table until more 

information from other department heads to enter more information. Seconded by Hansen. Passed 

unanimously.   

 

Fisher Road 

 

Resident brought attention to this topic. Section of road was taken over by state when airport was. Taking 

care of road to state hospital, wanted to know if there could be discussion with state about them taking over 

that section as well. Nelson mentioned that when that is done, road sometimes not well taken care of. Will 

reach out to start that discussion.  

 

Chase Brook Road (Class 4 Section) Maintenance 

 

Tim went through and took pictures. Was rougher, has been scraped by someone with tractor. Resident on 

that road expressed opinion to Tim that he would like to see it closed as often has people asking to be 

pulled out. Road will be expensive to fix up. No residences on road, there are 2 camps. No direct obligation 

to town to maintain class 4 roads. There are two other class 4 roads that town maintains. Possibly need 

class 4 policy for consistency. Discussion continued about requirements of different classes of roads. 

Discussed changing classification to trail. Schulz will look further into any downsides to that change in 

classification.  

Tim followed up from last meeting about the guard rails on Junction Road, which will be able to be 

repaired.   

 

Water Supply Project 

 

Signed agreements have been received, equivalent of 75-80 ERUs. Same people agreed to future allocation 

to get town to number of ERUs to go out to bid. That future capacity is around 30 ERUs and will be used in 

future projects. Minimum needed is 320 to go forward with the project.  Can be out to bid by middle of 

August. Hansen asked if ground would be broken this year. Unsure at this point. Schulz talked about 

Nemrick billing system, town will be able to make billing accounts at no additional cost. Before town has 

operator, that person has to take classes and pass exam. Also will need to work for some time with a 

certified operator.  

 

Truck and Wood Chipper Financing 

 

Board approved purchase of new highway truck previously and tabled decision for wood chipper until more 

discussion is had about financing options and budget. Roughly $17,000 still in this year’s capital budget for 

chipper, $40,000 in next year’s capital budget. $57,000 available in approved funds. $141,080 in costs for 

equipment (truck, truck equipment, and chipper). Tim asked for the board’s approval to try out the two 

chippers that he is interested in to compare the two brands. Has talked to distributors and they are willing to 
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loan out chippers to trial. Board agreed to let him do the trials before making a final decision. Hansen 

moved to table until there is more information about the actual performance of the chippers. Seconded by 

Towne. Passed unanimously.   

 

Local Tax Option 

 

Mcdonald has reached out to Rutland to find out what happened after they added local option tax. Feedback 

was that there had not been complaints in Rutland. Discussion about local options tax and the pros and cons 

continued. Discussion turned to economic growth, as numbers reflect that some towns were lower than 

average growth while others exceeded the average growth. Nelson suggested referring this to the economic 

development committee, give them a couple months to review data and give recommendation/feedback.  

 

DRB Appointment- John Friedrich 

 

One vacancy on DRB, Friedrich currently an alternate. Kelley moved to appoint John Friedrich to the DRB. 

Seconded by Towne. In other discussion, Towne mentioned advertising for another alternate. Motion 

passed unanimously.  

 

Town Administrator’s Report 

 

Meeting with representatives from the mall and their consultants on the afternoon of July 8 to review a 

development application for large retail building on the mall property.  

Information and an application for project on neighboring property to be going to DRB July 15. Select 

board has opportunity to comment as a board if they would like. The developer has mentioned he may 

approach town about joint access point.  

Worked with solar company and applied for grant, which was awarded. The town has to discuss matching 

that loan. Not currently in budget, will need special meeting to approve bonds if that’s how the town would 

like to make the match. Towne suggested looking into leasing and abandoning the grant if lease payments 

are less than it would cost to make payments to match the grant.  

State hospital held tour of facility. Patients have moved in, so hospital is now in operation. Schulz 

corresponded with the hospital about the pilot payment, as it was not listed as needing to pay pilot payment 

even though facility was well underway in building and about 80% complete at time that was due. Waiting 

for response.  

Received correspondence from an individual about town not complying with Vermont open records law. 

Contact from the individual has been quite aggressive in requesting information. Thought is that the 

information has been provided promptly, individual believes otherwise. Have been in contact with police 

chief about the issue.  

RFP sent out for paving project and mowing, bids due back for next meeting. 

Nelson asked if town has received check from loan payment on water system. Town is current on all 

reimbursement for that. To submit for an additional $12,000 that is now available for reimbursement (was 

not available for reimbursement in the past). Check received was $125,611.86, to cover previous payments 

from general fund. 

RFP went out for Muzzy Road demolition. Town has done their part (appraisal and title work), waiting for 

state and feds to supply final number. Part of what has been holding it up is back and forth between them 

and the home owner about what is reimbursable.  

Haskin brought up that homestead tax rate higher than the non-residential rate for third year in a row. Was 

told by former treasurer that the rate is tied to per-pupil spending. Continued discussion of tax rates. 

Haskin has communicated with people about mud bog on Route 12. Location has been moved further from 

the road. Event organizers were asked in and discussed with them that they need to get permits. Haskin 

asked what home owners around area could do if they are irritated by the event. Police department can be 

called and decide if it is disorderly. If event is held without permit, court action can be taken.  

Haskin asked if there is an ordinance that would prevent people from asking for money in front of shopping 

centers.  

Schulz announced that it is his last meeting, enjoyed working with Berlin. Board wished him good luck and 

thanked him for his service to Berlin.    
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Approval of Minute(s) of Previous Meeting(s) 

 

Hansen moved to approve minutes for May 29 special meeting. Seconded by Kelley. Passed 3-0, 1 

abstained. 

Hansen moved to approve minutes for June 30 special meeting with mentioned change. Seconded by 

Towne. Passed unanimously. 

Hansen moved to approve minutes from June 16 regular select board meeting with mentioned changes. 

Seconded by Towne. Passed 2-0, with 2 abstained.   

 

Round Table 

 

Nelson asked about status of state highway going downhill. Day after brief discussion at meeting, received 

calls from business owners who requested hearing. Reached out to state that town wants hearing after all. 

Holding off project until that public hearing can be scheduled.  

Email received from Pat Mcdonald about meeting of economic development committee to be held 

Wednesday, all invited.  

Hansen received email from Chief Wolf asking board to consider shimming Scott Hill from Crosstown to 

Tree Farm Lane while paving. Road foreman suggested taking out bond to catch up on paving as town is 

behind. Will measure area to come up with dollar figure.  

Hansen received one volunteer for charter change committee. Nelson also received one. Would like to see 

more people. Will continue to advertise.  

 

Legal, Personnel and Contract (Executive Session Anticipated) 

 

Hansen moved that premature general public knowledge of potential legal issue with public records 

requests would clearly place the town at a substantial disadvantage because of the nature of the requests. 

Seconded by Towne. Passed unanimously.  

Hansen motioned to move into executive session to discuss the aforementioned legal issue under the 

provisions of Title 1, Section 313-A1E and for the evaluation of a town employee under provisions of Title 

1, Section 313-A3 of the Vermont Statutes. Seconded by Towne. Passed unanimously. 

 

Motion by Hansen and seconded by Haskin to exit executive session and adjourn the meeting.   Motion 

carried 4-0. 

 

 

For the Select Board: 

 

 
Bethany A. Towne 

_____________________________________ 

Bethany A. Towne 

 


