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Town of Berlin 

           Municipal Office Building 

108 Shed Road 

 

Berlin, VT.  05602 

Regular Select Board Meetings 

1st & 3rd Monday of Each Month 

 

Wednesday, February 4, 2015 
6:30 PM 

 

Selectboard Members: Ture Nelson, Chair; Roberta Haskin, Vice Chair; Jeremy Hansen, Secretary; Brad 

Towne and Pete Kelley.   Present: Dana Hadley, Town Administrator; Diane Isabelle, Town Treasurer.  All 

items are unanimous unless otherwise noted. 

 

UNAPPROVED MINUTES 

 

Call to Order 

 

Meeting called to order by Chair Nelson. All present. 

 

Changes to Agenda 

 

Hadley added business for liquor commission, to be added before the Town Administrator Report. Hansen 

added that a resident was going to be present to discuss development and highway truck access. That topic 

was added towards end of the meeting or when that resident attended. Haskin asked that during the Town 

Administrator Report the topic of town meeting and the budget presentation be discussed.  

 

Public Comment 

 

None. 

 

Treasurers Report 

 

Hadley working on being able to reconcile the checking account and sewer commission. Checks for water 

system checking account have been received.  

 

Approval of Licenses, Permits, Vouchers and Applications 

 

Hansen moved to approve accounts payable warrant 26, check 14904-14933 in the amount of $30,050.03. 

Also payroll warrant number 16, payroll period of January l1, 2015- January 24, 2015 and paid on January 

28, 2015, in the amount of $38,938.84. And the reconciled general fund bank statement from January, 

2015. Seconded by Haskin. Passed unanimously.  

 

Planning Commission Appointment 

 

Sally Herring was present at last meeting, position was posted as required and no other interest expressed. 

Hansen moved to appoint Sally Herring to the Planning Commission. Haskin questioned the date when the 

appointment was supposed to expire. Hadley mentioned going through and renewing appointments after 

town meeting. Passed unanimously.  

 

Personnel Policy Review 
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Hadley and Isabelle have been going through policy looking for areas that need updates. Some wording 

changes to be made, and minor changes to policy in order to bring it up to date. Board went through by 

page and reviewed changes. Topics included clarification of section on personal time for employees, part 

time employee protocol, sick leave and leave without pay (short and long term) policy, boot allowance for 

road crew.  

 

Tim provided an update on the new truck, which should be finished for February 27 and then be sent to 

paint shop in Williamstown for another week.   

 

Development and Highway Truck Access 

 

Geoff Farrell of the Planning Commission was present to discuss the topic of the developers claiming to be 

unaware of the town’s desire to have an access for town trucks directly to Paine Turnpike. Board discussed 

communicating with Maplewood developer so that they are aware of the town’s interest. Towne mentioned 

that it should also be presented that the drive would be used for police as well. Hadley to reach out to the 

developer about that drive. 

 

Liquor Control Board 

 

Hansen moved to adjourn select board and reconvene as liquor control board. Seconded by Towne. Passed 

unanimously. Two renewal applications. Price Chopper number 123 for license to sell wine and beer. Other 

renewal received from Short Stop 137, Jolley Associates LLC. Hansen moved to approve liquor license 

applications for Price Chopper and the Jolley Convenience Store. Seconded by Towne. Passed 

unanimously. Hansen moved to adjourn the liquor control board and reconvene select board. Seconded by 

Towne. Passed unanimously. 

 

Town Administrator Report 

 

DRB is hearing an application on the 17th to enlarge the methadone clinic on Granger Road from 1500 

square feet to 4000 square feet. Planning Commission put out RFPs for a consultant to assist in rewrite of 

subdivision regulations. One proposal was received for review. Recommendation for select board to be 

made as early as second February meeting. Pat Mcdonald to resign from the Economic Development 

Commission after town meeting, she has ordered updated Welcome to Berlin brochure. Tom has been 

working on application with CDBG for development plan of Muzzy Road property. Current idea is nature 

trails and community garden space. Grant of $30,000 has been applied for, $3000 match by town which can 

be made up from in-kind services. Fees collected from zoning since last July totals $11,725. Last summer 

there was a permit issued to build a shed between Route 62 and the Steven’s Branch River. Turned out to 

be a 2 story building with a deck. Tom has worked with owner, they have applied for a camp permit on that 

site. Northfield ambulance sent the town a bill, and charged for Berlin residents who have not paid 

ambulance bill. Hadley talked to Jeff Schulz about whether or not there was an agreement between Berlin 

and Northfield ambulance. There is not currently an agreement, Schulz agrees that it isn’t fair for them to 

send Berlin that bill. Nelson suggested paying base charge of $3,784.13, but not overdue resident transport 

bill. Lights failed at hospital and mall intersection. Estimated cost of $4,000-$6,000 to fix inside of the 

lights. Not an immediate need needs to be considered in the future. Tom reviewing water rules and 

regulations. Tom has met with new owner of Hilltop Inn who will sign onto project. Route 2 speed limit 

changed from 50 to 40 (already knew this, but letter was received). Some discussion on Front Porch Forum 

who were not pleased with decision. Opening on Sewer Commission, DRB opening for alternate, Cemetery 

Commission has 3 openings. Hadley will post those. Also asked if Water Planning Committee is still 

active, will inquire with the members. Economic Development Committee needs formalized process. 

Kelley asked if it should be re-established or not as it has been inconsistent. Spring select board institute to 

be held at Capital Plaza on Saturday, March 21. Next meeting scheduled on a holiday (Presidents Day), so 

asked about when the board would like to meet. Scheduled next meeting for February 18 at 7 pm, 6:30 

warrants.  

 

Haskin asked about how the budget would be presented at town meeting. Hansen and Hadley mentioned 

they may have the past power points to use as a template. Hadley to give the actual presentation. Haskin 
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asked if Hadley had talked to Humane Society about where the town’s stray animals go. Called the humane 

society and asked but person of contact was out of town so will follow up. Haskin also asked where the 

stray dogs are being brought, Hadley responded that they are being brought somewhere else. Unsure about 

whether or not they may receive a bill from somewhere else. Haskin mentioned there is a budget allotment 

of $1800 for strays through the humane society. Need a current contract with specifics to ensure that the 

strays go to Central Vermont Humane Society.  

 

Approval of Minute(s) of Previous Meeting(s) 

 

Hansen moved to approve minutes for the January 19, 2015 regular select board meeting. Seconded by 

Towne. Passed unanimously.  

Hansen moved to approve minutes for the January 21, 2015 special select board meeting. Seconded by 

Kelley. Passed unanimously. 

 

Round Table 

 

Haskin commented that in Shaw’s they are removing the self check out, asked why, and was told people 

are leaving without paying and cannot have a staff there the whole time. A similar situation at a deli where 

they have a ticket system in place so people don’t leave without paying. Just wanted to comment that it was 

a sad situation for both businesses.  

Nelson brought up the solar project, for which there has been a grant received. Hadley to make progress on 

that project.  

Hansen brought up an application period for passive equipment grant, which is for equipment that may 

reduce risk of workers compensation incidences. Mentioned that it may be a starting point for building a 

car port for the police cars to reduce injuries that occur to get to vehicles. Hadley to look into that.  

 

Legal, Personnel and Contract (Executive Session Anticipated) 

 

Hansen moved to find that premature discussion of the union contract with the Police would put the town at 

a disadvantage. Seconded by Haskin. Passed unanimously.  

Moved to enter executive session to discuss the previously mentioned contract issue and three other 

personnel issues. Seconded by Towne. Passed unanimously.  

 

For the Select Board: 

 

_____________________________________ 

Bethany A. Towne 

 


