
   
   

 Town of Berlin Sewer Commission  
108 Shed Road 

Berlin, Vt   05602 
(802)223-4405, Option 7 

 
Commissioners 

Rob Allen / Henry LaGue Jr. /  
Wayne Lamberton / Dana Marineau   

Assistant - Mary S Wissell   
 

Regular Meeting 
Approved Minutes 

Monday February 1, 2016   
 

Present:    Rob Allen, Chair; Henry LaGue, Wayne Lamberton, Ron Mercier  
                   and Mary Wissell. 
 
Absent:     Dana Marineau 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:00 P.M. 
 
Public Comment - none. 
 
Proposed Route 12 Sewer Line – Representatives Present - GMTA (Green 
Mountain Transportation Agency)  Chris Galipeau & Tina Bohl; Weston’s Mobile 
Home Park Ellery Packard; Morse’s Auto   Brian Morse &  Andy Hoak.  The 
GMTA building needs to hook up to public sewer as the mound systems are 
failing and the permits for floor drains are only temporary.  Ellery Packard 
presented a budget and plans and stated that he would develop the system for 
the Route 12 project as long as the town agrees to take ownership of the gravity 
line and the pump station.   Packard proposes that he would build the system 
and when customers wanted to hook on they would have to pay a fee.   The 
proposed budget was distributed.   The figures were for a sewer line only, not 
water, the water project would be a different project.  Connections, permits and 
easements were discussed.   Packard advised he realized he would have to 
grant an easement to the town if the proposed system was constructed.   The 
proposed sewer line is direct, if they have to build within the state right of way the 
line would be slightly deeper.   The state (GMTA Reps) advised, with approvals, 
the earmarked funds would pay for the connection fee and under this system the 
state would not have to have a pump station.    Discussion re pricing for Brian 
Morse would be about the same for construction of either route, connecting to  
MPW’s manhole on Freedom Drive or going direct down Dog River Road.   The 
pump station that Packard’s plan proposed would accommodate all interested 
parties, Estimate – 84,000 gpd.   Tom McArdle, Montpelier Public Works, advised 
that the city is willing to provide the connections and is open to any route that the 
Town of Berlin wishes to go.   The town has requested 50,000 gpd allocation 
from MPW’s for this project.  McArdle asked for a breakdown of the allocation 
amounts to justify the 50,000 gpd request.   If MPW’s grants the allocation they  
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would guarantee the connection of a sewer line to a manhole on Freedom Drive.   
Rob Allen asked about problems or restrictions in this area that was hit very hard 
by Hurricane Irene – Packard advised there are no restrictions as far as he knew.   
Discussion continued the Town of Berlin’s involvement in the permitting process, 
metering of usage at the pump station, time frame, receiving all construction 
reports etc.     
 
MPW’s request for Temporary Allocation from Catamount Bolton Water and 
Sewer -   The City received a request for a temporary allocation in the amount of 
92,000 gpd to Catamount Bolton Water and Sewer LLC while they undergo 
upgrades to their treatment system.   The allocation would only be utilized under 
emergency circumstances and will expire within two years.   MPW’s is asking for 
approval from Berlin Sewer Commission.  Berlin’s questions, if this would affect 
Berlin’s cost in any way and has Catamount Bolton Water and Sewer contacted 
other communities.  After further discussion a motion was made. 
Wayne Lamberton made a motion that the Town of Berlin does not object to 
Montpelier Public Works granting the request, if the disposal is utilized the Town 
of Berlin would be credited 34% of the collection cost; the approval does not 
affect the Town of Berlin’s allocation or ability to get allocation and does not put 
MPW”s and the Town of Berlin out of permit compliance.    Henry LaGue 2nd the 
motion. Vote - All in favor.    
 
Montpelier Public Works – Dispute Response.   A response to Attorney 
Halpert’s letter dated September 4, 2015 was received from City Manager 
William Fraser. The response re the Force Main – Article C, Section IOV of the 
master agreement states clearly that the calculation is for “the length of the 
sewer lines used exclusively by the Town” which describes the Force Main.   The 
billing history since the agreement was made supports the interpretation.   
Leachate/Septage - MPW’s agrees that the correct calculation is to apply 34% as 
stated in Attorney Halpert’s letter.  The city is willing to issue a credit for  
$ 18,475.25 with the agreement that this methodology will be used going forward.   
The response was discussed with MPW’s employees Tom McArdle and Kurt 
Motyka re the disposal process and how truckers are charged when they bring a 
load of leachate to MPW’s Treatment Plant. The Contract, force main issues, a 
mediator were all discussed.   Article Tabled.  
 
Montpelier Public Works Quarterly Report outlined a proposed project for a 
Facility Upgrade Design.   The City was approved for a low interest Clean Water 
State Revolving Loan fund for design and construction of improvements at the 
treatment facility.   The work will primarily include aging equipment upgrades and 
possibly some phosphorus treatment improvements.   The engineering is 
expected to take place in 2016 and construction in 2017.   The estimated design 
cost is $ 180,000 and construction cost is $ 350,000.   The project modernization 
will be a bond issue and Berlin Town will be billed for a percentage of the bond.   
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Minutes -   Wayne Lamberton made a motion to approve minutes from the 
January 11, 2016 Meeting of the Commission as written.   Henry LaGue 2nd the 
motion.   Vote - All in favor.  
 
Rates July 1, 2015 – December 31, 2015 – Worksheets and reports setting the 
rates for the billing were reviewed.  Henry LaGue made a motion to set the rate 
for metered customers at $ .008268 per gallon and $ 384.80 for unmetered 
customers.    Wayne Lamberton 2nd the motion.   Vote - All in favor. 
 
Town Report - A draft of the submission was reviewed and approved with the 
addition to the report of a line replacement project on Route 302.    
 
Allocation Funds CD - Treasurer Diane Isabelle sent an RFP to 7 financial 
institutions for 3 year term for an Allocation Fund. The Select Board moved to 
purchase the CD from Community National Bank for 1.51% for the 3 year term, 
this was done on February 1, 2016.     
 
Warrants:  Henry LaGue made a motion to approve Accounts Payable Warrant 
Report #16S12 dated February 1, 2016 in the amount of $ $ 32,426.72, Checks 
#2781– #2787.   Wayne Lamberton 2nd the motion.    Vote - All in favor. 
 
Round Table – none.    
 
Adjourned -   Meeting adjourned at 9:20.  Motion made by Wayne Lamberton,   
2nd by Henry LaGue.    Vote - All in favor.  
 
 
 
Mary S Wissell 
Assistant to the Sewer Commission             
 
Date Approved:   


