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Town of Berlin 

           Municipal Office Building 

108 Shed Road 

 

Berlin, VT.  05602 

Regular Select Board Meetings 

1st & 3rd Monday of Each Month 

 

Monday, April 6, 2015 
6:30 PM 

 

Selectboard Members: Ture Nelson, Chair; Jeremy Hansen, Vice Chair; Roberta Haskin, Secretary; Brad 

Towne and Pete Kelley.   Present: Dana Hadley, Town Administrator; Diane Isabelle, Town Treasurer.  All 

items are unanimous unless otherwise noted. 

 

APPROVED MINUTES 

 

 

Call to Order 

 

Meeting called by Vice Chair Hansen at absence of Chair Nelson. Haskin absent as well.  

 

Changes to Agenda 

 

Hadley withdrew the appointment for highway department employee, proposed ordinance for public 

soliciting and the police department media logs to be considered at a future meeting. 

 

Public Comment 

 

None. 

 

Town Volunteer Recognition 

 

Hansen read a letter of appreciation to thank Andrea Chandler for her volunteer work for the town. She has 

been instrumental in the conservation of important parcels in the community, the development of trails, the 

recreation board and the town energy coordinator. This was surprise to her and said that she has enjoyed 

her work with the community.  

 

Bob Wernecke and Karla Nuissl- Land Use Map- Update from 3/16/15 meeting 

 

The land use map put out from Central Vermont regional planning commission has been reviewed and 

there are areas that disagree with town map. Nuissl asked for the board to make a recommendation to the 

Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission to have the map reflect the adopted Berlin land use map. 

There was not a quorum at the last planning commission meeting to warrant making a recommendation so 

that a representative from the Planning Commission can attend the CVRPC meeting to address the 

inconsistencies.  Kelley made motion to give Bob Wernecke authority to represent the town in a formal 

request to the Regional Planning Commission to adjust the map to agree with the town’s land use map. 

Seconded by Towne. Passed unanimously. Wernecke also brought up a matter that will be discussed at the 

next Act 250 meeting regarding an individual asking to be allowed to testify on the application of Kohl’s.  
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Treasurers Report 

 

Town has received the new truck with all equipment. Paperwork for the loan will be available to sign next 

meeting, with the loan totaling $113,340. That is the balance after paying $40,000 allotted in budget. Loan 

is a five year term.  

 

Approval of Licenses, Permits, Vouchers, and Applications 

 

Kelley moved to approve accounts payable warrant number 32, check 15075-15076 in the amount of 

$6,650.79. Accounts payable warrant number 33, checks 15077-15118 in the amount of $105,869.08 

(except for check number 15082). Accounts payable warrant number W2, check 10002 in the amount of 

$16,786.33 made payable to Otter Creek Engineering on the water project. Payroll warrant 20, from March 

8, 2015, to March 21, 2015, paid on March 25, 2015 in the amount of $38161.59. Payroll warrant 21 from 

March 22, 2015 to April 4, 2015, paid April 8, 2015, in the amount of $41,643.74. Seconded by Towne. 

Passed unanimously. 

 

Proposed Tax Collection Procedure 

 

Every month, delinquent tax notices are sent and once a year has gone by a letter is sent certified mail that 

says if payments are not arranged, property will go to tax sale. Once there is notice that the certified mail 

has been received, there is a two week wait before going to the attorney for tax sale. If property owner 

signs an agreement and then defaults, it goes to attorney for tax sale. Plan is a 12 monthly payment 

schedule, plus current taxes. Isabell wanted to know if she should try to send letter with the post office 

knowing that if it doesn’t get returned it was delivered since often times people will refuse the certified 

letter to delay (may be a question for the attorney). Also asked about time frame to starting tax bills once 

delinquent.  

 

Update on Water Division Project 

 

The Board received spreadsheets on the project, outlining the incurred expenses and grant details. In her 

research, the treasurer discovered that a bill eligible for reimbursement from the grant had not been 

claimed. She has spoken with the state and submitted the request for reimbursement and expects to receive 

it. To date, 1,208,799.50 total cost, reimbursements through grant/loans received to cover costs 

$1,032,138.44, water division owes $176,661.06. Most expenses going forward will be drawn on line of 

credit. Currently 383 EDUs out of maximum 432. Project starting April 20. Hansen asked about accounting 

with the amount owed to the board from the water division. That amount will be a due from the water 

division.   

 

Northfield Ambulance Billing Procedures 

 

Hadley provided copy of letter received in 2008 that advised Berlin how they’d be billing for unpaid 

residence bills. Wanted to know if the board would like that to be paid, and informed that next year there 

will be another procedure for ambulance billing. Bill has been paid every year except the current one. 

Hansen asked if there was an itemized list so that the money can be collected. Hadley unsure if that 

information is available under HIPA rules. Kelley mentioned that it’s being taken at word. Hansen not sure 

about taking the letter contractually, as it is more a letter in which Northfield claims their procedure instead 

of being a notice of mutual agreement. Hadley will ask for more information on the charges.  

 

Consultant Contract for Rewrite of Sub-Division Regulations 

 

Contract had been previously approved to have Brandy Saxon consult on the work for $12,500. $11,000 

covered by grant, with the town paying $1,500. Hadley asked that a board member be authorized to sign. 

Kelley moved to authorize Jeremy Hansen to sign the contract on behalf of the town of Berlin. Seconded by 

Towne. Passed unanimously.  
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Community Garden- Muzzy Road Property 

 

The property that was acquired on Muzzy Road cannot have structures erected, a community garden was an 

idea for the use of that property. There was a grant request put in and the town received a letter that grant 

was received for using that piece of property.  

 

Committee Appointments 

 

Vacancies were posted. Wernecke would like to be reappointed to Central Vermont Regional Planning 

representative. Sewer Commission: Rob Allen, Henry Lague, Dana Marineau. Planning Commission: Karla 

Nuissl, Sally Herring. Tree Wardens: Dave and Beth Daut. Towne moved to reappoint the mentioned 

people to the commission. Seconded by Kelley. Passed unanimously.  

 

Personnel Policy Update 

 

All changes have been made, waiting for town attorney to make a comment on benefits for retiring 

employee. There is another change under workman’s compensation to be made about reporting injuries 

discovered after an incident. Waiting for full board to continue.  

 

Rogers Farm Corridor Easement 

 

Hansen was contacted by Vermont Land Trust on behalf of Nate and Jesse Rogers at Rogers Farm. They 

have submitted for an ecosystem restoration grant where Vermont Land Trust would purchase a 

conservation easement on part of the land along the river, approximate 38.5 acres. Would be to prevent 

erosion and damage, in addition to allowing recreational activity along the banks of the river.  Hansen 

suggested writing a letter of support for that grant application. Kelley moved to accept letter for Rogers 

Farm River Corridor easement project. Seconded by Towne. Passed unanimously.  

 

Permit to Work in the Right of Way- Munson Excavating 

 

Work in the right of way would be to put in water lines for the water project. Kelley moved to accept the 

Munson Excavating permit as presented. Seconded by Towne. Passed unanimously.  

 

Town Administrator Report 

 

The Planning Commission is meeting on Wednesday and would like input regarding the sub division 

rewrite plan.  

 

Approval of Minute(s) of Previous Meeting(s) 

 

Kelley moved to approve the Monday, March 16, 2015 minutes. Seconded by Towne. Passed unanimously.  

The Board was not able to approve minutes of the 30th. As there was not a quorem of members present who 

had been at that meeting. 

 

Round Table 

 

None. 

 

Liquor Control Board 

 

Towne moved to recess the select board and convene liquor commission. Seconded by Kelley. Passed 

unanimously. Hospitality of Rutland would like a Liquor Permit for a baby shower at the Hilltop Inn. 

Kelley moved to accept the Hospitality of Rutland liquor license application for April 18 at the Hilltop Inn. 

Seconded by Towne. Passed unanimously. Twin City Lanes renewal of liquor license. Kelley moved to 

accept the liquor license renewal from Twin City Lanes. Seconded by Towne. Passed unanimously. Towne 
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moved to adjourn the liquor commission and reconvene the select board. Seconded by Kelley. Passed 

unanimously. 

 

Maplewood Project 

 

Wayne Lamberton and Geoffrey Farrell asked to speak to the Board in regard to an agreement between 

Crosstown Neighbors, Maplewood and the Town. This involves some modifications to the Maplewood 

plan. If the Town agrees with the changes the legal issue currently pending in environmental court would 

be resby the Town Received the correspondence that outlines discussion between Wayne and Randy about 

Crosstown Road neighbors. Would normally recommend executive session for pending litigation. Hansen 

asked if there is a decision that needs to be made. Environmental court judge wants town’s attorney to 

verify that town is okay with the plans. Neighbors had agreed to drop appeal with new plans. DRB is okay 

with the new drawing. Subject has not been warned as it was brought to attention earlier in the day. Special 

meeting to be warned and held Wednesday, April 8, 2015 at 6:30 pm to further discuss the matter and make 

decision.   

 

 

 

Legal, Personnel and Contract (Executive Session Anticipated) 

 

Kelley moved to find that premature general public knowledge of the pending legal action involving the 

DRB would place the board at a substantial disadvantage. Seconded by Towne. Passed unanimously.  

Kelley moved to enter into executive session to discuss developments in the legal action involving the DRB 

presumed in title 1-313-A1A of the Vermont statute and a personnel issue. Seconded by Towne. Passed 

unanimously.  

 

 

As the executive session was beginning, Mr. Morse who had a later appointment with the Board arrived. 

 

Kelley moved to recess the executive session and reconvene the public session. Seconded by Towne. 

 

Vote in the affirmative 

 

Notes for this portion of the meeting were taken by the Town Administrator 

 

Brian Morse- Auction on Private Property 

 

Mr. Morse would like to use a field that he owns on Dog River Road to hold a series of 

auctions throughout the summer. He spoke to the Zoning Administrator who suggested 

that a formal application be submitted addressing the site plan review criteria. Mr. Morse 

does not want to incur the expense of this as he is only asking to have a tent on his 

property for a period of three to four weeks throughout the summer. There was discussion 

that the tent may be in the flood plain. Mr. Morse agreed that some of his property was in 

the flood plain but some of it is not. He said that this was an event and he does not need 

to submit an application for a site plan review and go to the expense of having an 

expensive plan done. The Board suggested that he provide a plot of the property and 

delineate where on that plot the tent would be located and where parking would be 

provided.  

 

Mr. Morse said he would abandon the project as he does not have the time or funding to 

go through the process.  
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He asked to see the approval given to Capitol City Auto as he feels the area where they 

are storing automobiles is on the flood plain. He says he plans to file complaints against 

the Town and will make it as difficult as he can for the Town. The Board asked if Mr. 

Morse would reconsider and put his plan in writing so that it could be considered. Mr. 

Morse said that he will decline the opportunity to do this but he will file complaints 

against the town. Mr. Morse left the meeting.  

 

The Board adjourned from the public session and the executive session was resumed.  

 

 
 

 

For the Select Board: 

 

_____________________________________ 

Bethany A. Towne 

 


