
Town of Berlin Sewer Commission 
108 Shed Road

Berlin, Vt   05602
(802)223-4405, Option 7

Commissioners
Rob Allen / Jim Hartson / Henry LaGue Jr.

Dana Marineau / Norbert Rhinerson
Assistant  Mary S Wissell  

Regular Meeting
Unapproved Minutes

Monday  May 12,  2014

Present:    Rob Allen, Chair;  Henry LaGue, Dana Marineau, 
        Norb Rhinerson, Ron Mercier and Mary Wissell.

Absent:     Jim Hartson 

Meeting called to order at  7:00 P.M.   

Public Comment -  none.  

Sewer Extension – Crosstown and Bosworth Road  -  Residents
Tom Willard, Paul Bick and Nathan Hoch attended the meeting to
discuss the feasibility of a sewer extension on Crosstown and
Bosworth Roads.   Tom Willard reported that all residents on these
roads except two have indicated that they would be interested in
connecting to the municipal system if it were available.   Tom Willard
also reported he met on site  with Shannon Morrison, who works for
the ANR Environmental Conservation Dept, Water Quality Wetlands
Division,  where the potential pump stations will be and she advised
that there would be no stoppers at either site.  Discussion re the soils
in the area are not good and all systems in the area are affected.
Mary Wissell is to check with Jeff Schulz re the status of a Rural
Development Grant.  Rural Development has advised the project is
eligible but a bond vote would be needed and an income survey
would need to be done.   Further discussion re the Commission and a
group of interested residents possibly meeting with the Selectboard.
The Commission needs to receive definite information from Rural
Development re the grant, or details of  loan interest if the project
does not qualify for a grant, before the project can move forward.    
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Brookfield Service Preventative Maintenance Reports -  Semi-
annual preventative maintenance reports were reviewed.   At Shaw's
Pump Station a battery needed to be replaced, Brookfield Service
replaced it with an Interstate MTP24.   The inspection report stated
that the generator was run off line at the Main Pump Station, Ron
Mercier is always present when this is done.  Ron does not have to
be present when test are done at the Shaw's and Partridge Farms
Pump Stations.   

Main Pump Station Roof Repair -  Ron Mercier discovered the Main
Pump Station roof fascia was rotten and metal flashing was falling
off.  Ron called Henry LaGue to inspect the site and they both agreed
that a new roof  was needed.   Henry LaGue received a quote from
Burrell Roofing quoting the repair price of $ 4,700.00.   This quote
was not complete.  Lajeunesse Construction will prepare an estimate
after they have inspected the building to determine everything that
needs to be replaced or repaired.  

Green Mountain Pipeline Services, Manholes on Granger Road –
A quote was received to rehab seven badly deteriorated manholes
from sulfide corrosion and need to be repaired.  The repair option
that was chosen by the Commissioners as the best possible solution
was to rehab with Containment Solutions Inc (CSI) which is a
fiberglass rehabilitation process.   This method is more desirable
rather than replacement because there is no disruption in service and
basically no construction cost are involved.   Dana Marineau made a
motion to spend  $ 31,115.00 to have the 7 manholes rehab on
Granger Road using the CSI process, authorizing Green Mountain
Pipeline Inc to do repairs as per quote submitted April 14, 2014.   
Henry LaGue 2nd the motion.   Vote -  All in favor.

Montpelier Public Works - 
An email was received from Montpelier City Manager William Fraser
advising that the percentage as outlined in Attorney Rob Halpert's
letter would be accepted. Berlin Sewer Commission and Montpelier
Public Works did not agree on the percentage of Berlin's share of the
River Street Project costs.   Attorney Halpert's letter maintained per
the contract Berlin's  designated capacity is 1.71 million gallons per
day therefore the Town's proportional share is 47.8%.   The
Commission felt the capacity disagreement needed to be settled  for
this project and any future projects.    Rob Allen will send a request to
William Fraser requesting a signed letter for the files.
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Maintenance Agreement – The Sewer System and Pump Station
Operating and Maintenance Agreement needs to be renewed.  Ron
Mercier advised he was willing to renew the contract with present
terms but requested an increase in payment for the Workers
Compensation payment because of increased premiums.  Discussion
re adding all part time help on to the policy and/or have Proof of
Liability Insurance on file.   Article tabled until new Proof of Insurance
papers are received.

Financial -  Norb Rhinerson reported that 4 months of expenses
need to be paid before new income is received.   Approximately 
$ 15,000.00 needs to to be paid to Montpelier Public Works for the
River Street Repair Project when corrected invoices are received.  At
83% of the budget year passed pump stations are only at 48% of the
budgeted amounts.  Projected cash on hand after expenses at this
time is $ 225,000.  The Allocation Fund CD was discussed, Mary
Wissell is to check on the expiration date.   
  
Minutes -   Norb Rhinerson made a motion to approve the minutes
for April 14, 2014 Meeting.   Henry LaGue 2nd the motion.   

Warrants -    There was no meeting April 28th because there was not
a quorum but Commissioners Robin Allen; Norbert Rhinerson and
Henry LaGue stopped in the office to sign Accounts Payable Warrant
#19 dated April 28, 2014, checks 2541-2545 in the amount of
$32,850.49.   Green Mountain Power invoices were included in the
warrant, they needed to be paid to avoid late charges.
Norb Rhinerson made a motion to approve Accounts Payable
Warrant Report #20 dated May 12, 2014, checks 2546–2550 in the
amount of $ 485.87.  Dana Marineau 2nd the motion.   Vote – All in
favor.  
 
Round Table -  Dana Marineau reported the fence at the Partridge
Farms Pump Station needs repairs.   Mary Wissell is to research the
records so the original installer can be contacted to do the repairs.

Adjourned -   Meeting adjourned at 8:55.   Motion made by  Norb
Rhinerson,  2nd by  Henry LaGue.    Vote -  All in favor. 
 

Mary S Wissell, Assistant to the Sewer Commission   

Date  Approved –    


